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AT THE HEART: THE ATOMIC
NUCLEUS
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FISSION BOMBS
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THERMONUCLEAR BOMBS

Diagram of the W87, a modern
Fission trigger thermonuclear weapon. Explosive

) power: 300 kilotonnes.
Chemical explosive

Beryllium Fusion device
Plutonium-239  Uranium-238 or

235
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Explosive process: The compression of plutonium with a
chemical explosive {(above left) starts a fission explosion that, in
turn, is boosted by the fusion of DT gas. X-rays then compress the
fusion device causing a larger fission/fusion explosion.



WHAT DO THEY DO?
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EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS
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PROMPT RADIATION







THERMAL PULSE




BLAST WAVE




FALL OUT

© Reuters




WHO HAS THEM, WHO HASN'T

New Internationalist Magazine
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WHY WORRY?

Alert status and decision-making time
Accidents
Embedded in military doctrines of NWS and allies

Nuclear spread: Indiq, Israel, Pakistan, North

Korea... who nexi?
Risks are enormous

There are no small mistakes with nuclear weapons
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