Madrid, 27 June 1990

Pri Minisi T -
LUNCHEON SPEECH AT INI
Mirnister, Ladies and Gentlemer,

I wasvtold during the preparaticns for my visit that there
was nz need for any spnech at this luncheon. But I am
sorry, Minister, 1o real Norwegian would ever miss an
cpportunityto make a speech! And particularly not an
cpportlnity like this cne, at the end of an excellent and
enjoyable meal.

I promise to be brief, though. Let me start by telling
you about one of my colleagues, wha during anm election
campaign had paid a visit to an institution. At luncheon,
he was seated rnext to a gentleman who had & somewhat
distorted view of his own ralé. In fact he thought he was
the Creatcr. Slightly confused about how to get a
meaningful conversation goeing my colleague finally decided
that if you can’t beat him, join him. So he asked his
rieighbour politely about the.ﬁpastles, and about how
things were going in general in his part of the Universe.
The reply came gquickly: - I have made it a principle

riever to talk business during luncheon.

It is important to have principles, but that one could

hardly be absclute. I am sure that you will forgive a



it el ding,

Frime Minister if he touches upcit both busirness and
politics. In fact, they are my favourite subjects, and

the reason why I am here!

We are all impressed, Mr. Mirister, by the tremendous
developments Spain has undergone cver the lacst 10-15
years. In this short span of time, Spain has beccme a
major paliticgl and ecornomic Torce aon the European and
internatiahal:scene. FPalitically, Spain is one of the
leaderns in the Eurcpean integration process.
Economically, you have had the strongest growth in the

entire OECD area.

Spain is a priority area in cur export strategy.
Norwegiar business and industry are becoming ircreasingly
aware of the great potential fFor cocperation with Spanish
partrners. Our bilateral trade jig showing a very positive
development. Norwegian investmernts in Spain are Orowing.
RArnd the positi?e experiences of Norwegian cocmpanies doing
business in Spéin are our best guarantee for a cont inued

Expansion of cur economic relations.

In a rumber of sectors the potential for cocperation is
promising. The maritime sector, aquaculture, autcmctive
parts, telecommurication and informaticon techriclogy are
important examples. I am very pleased, Mr. Minister, that
members of my delegaticri have had the opportunity to

discuss these questiors in some detail with their Spariish



counterparts earlier today. There is an interesting
complementarity between cur ecoriomies. This shcould now be

fully exploited.

More generally, it is important that the North and the
South of our contirent are rnot considered as cpposites,
but rather as complementing each other within a wider
framework. In fact we do, in many Tields: You will
organize the Summer Olympics inm Barcelona in 1932. We
‘will certainly join you there. We will host the Wirter
Dlympic; in Lillehammer in 1994. You will indeed be

welcome! Not only as participants - but alsc as rnumercus

and enthusiastic spectators.

The eccriomic integration of Eurcpe is speeding up. Norway
intends to take part in that process. I am convinced that
the creation of a Eurcpearn Economic Space betweeri the
European Community and the EFTA countries will be an
important contribution. Formal rnegotiations have just
started in Brussels. We must make sure they are
successful. A Eurcopearn Ecoromic Space will bring the
economies of 19 countries closer together. It will bring
the econcmies of Spain and Norway closer together. As
partners in this Eurcpean Eccrnomic Space, we shall both
cantribute to making it a dynamic framework where
competition as well as cooperation will release resources,

stimulate creativity arnd generate rew growth.



2000 years ago, the great Cesar said he preferred to be
number one in Spain rather than being number two in Rome.
So far, no one has actually offered me either of those
positions. But I already know something about what it is
like to be your guest in Spain. And I certainly enjoy it.
Thank ycu for receiving us. Thank you for this delicicus

luncheon, — and for your attention.



