1
CDDH(2004)015


RECOMMENDATION REC(2002)13

of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the publication and dissemination 
in the member states of the text of the European  Convention on Human Rights 
and of the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights

(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 18 December 2002, 

at the 822nd meeting of the Ministers' Deputies)

The Committee of Ministers, under the terms of Article 15.b of the Statute of the Council of Europe, 

Considering the importance of the European Convention on Human Rights (hereafter referred to as “the Convention”) as a constitutional instrument for safeguarding public order in Europe, and in particular of the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights (hereafter referred to as “the Court”) ; 

Considering that easy access to the Court’s case-law is essential for the effective implementation of the Convention at national level, as it enables to ensure the conformity of national decisions with this case-law and to prevent violations; 

Considering the respective practices of the Court, of the Committee of Ministers in the framework of its control of the execution of the Court’s judgments, and of the member states with respect to publication and dissemination of the Court's case-law; 

Considering that member states were encouraged, at the European Ministerial Conference on Human Rights (Rome, 3-4 November 2000), to “ensure that the text of the Convention is translated and widely disseminated to national authorities, notably the courts, and that the developments in the case-law of the Court are sufficiently accessible in the language(s) of the country”; 

Taking into account the diversity of traditions and practice in the member states as regards the publication and dissemination of judicial decisions; 

Recalling Article 12 of the Statute of the Council of Europe, according to which the official languages of the Council of Europe are English and French, 

Recommends that the governments of the member states review their practice as regards the publication and dissemination of: 

- the text of the Convention in the language(s) of the country, 

- the Court’s judgments and decisions, 

in the light of the following considerations. 

*  *  *

It is important that the governments of member states: 

i. ensure that the text of the Convention, in the language(s) of the country, is published and disseminated in such a manner that it can be effectively known and that the national authorities, notably the courts, can apply it; 

ii. ensure that judgments and decisions which constitute relevant case-law developments, or which require special implementation measures on their part as respondent states, are rapidly and widely published, through state or private initiatives, in their entirety or at least in the form of substantial summaries or excerpts (together with appropriate references to the original texts) in the language(s) of the country, in particular in official gazettes, information bulletins from competent ministries, law journals and other media generally used by the legal community, including, where appropriate, the Internet sites; 

iii. encourage where necessary the regular production of textbooks and other publications, in the language(s) of the country, in paper and/or electronic form, facilitating knowledge of the Convention system and the main case-law of the Court; 

iv. publicise the Internet address of the Court’s site (http://www.echr.coe.int), notably by ensuring that links to this site exist in the national sites commonly used for legal research; 

v. ensure that the judiciary has copies of relevant case-law in paper and/or electronic form (CD-Rom, DVD, etc.), or the necessary equipment to access case-law through the Internet; 

vi. ensure, where necessary, the rapid dissemination to public bodies such as courts, police authorities, prison administrations or social authorities, as well as, where appropriate, to non-state entities such as bar associations, professional associations etc., of those judgments and decisions which may be of specific relevance for their activities, where appropriate together with an explanatory note or a circular; 

vii. ensure that the domestic authorities or other bodies directly involved in a specific case are rapidly informed of the Court’s judgment or decision, for example by receiving copies thereof; 

viii. consider the possibility of co-operating, with a view to publishing compilations, in paper or in electronic form, of Court judgments and decisions that are available in non-official languages of the Council of Europe.

* * *
