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“Social innovations are innovations that are 
social in both their ends and their means.” 

Young Foundation 2010









Dimension
1. Origin of the Innovation - who initiated it?
(a) Relative importance of civil society (1=not important 5=very important) 5
(b) Relative importance of public sector (1=not important 5=very important) 5
(c) Relative importance of private sector businesses  (1=not important 5=very important) 1
2. Who manages it? Who makes day to day decisions and runs it?
(a) Relative importance of civil society (1=not important 5=very important) 5
(b) Relative importance of public sector (1=not important 5=very important) 4
(c) Relative importance of private sector businesses  (1=not important 5=very important) 0
3. Sources of funding
(a) Public sector grant (1-5, rough estimate of share -21%, 41% etc) 5
(b) Volunteering and charitable fund raising (1-5, rough estimate of share -20%, 40% etc) 1
(c) Fees charged for services (1-5, rough estimate of share -20%, 40% etc) 4
4. Future prospects
(a) An increasing role for the third sector (1=very unlikely 5=very likely) 5
(b) An increasing role for the public sector (1=very unlikely 5=very likely) 5
(b) An increasing role for the private sector (1=very unlikely 5=very likely) 1

5. Territorial Coverage: Sources of information and ideas for the innovation
(a) Local (within a single municipality) (1-5, 1=not local 5=all local) 5
(b) Within a single region (1-5, 1=not within region 5=all within R.) 5
(c) National or international (1-5, 1=no national 5=all national/international.) 5
6. Territorial Coverage: Actors
(a) Local (within a single municipality) (1-5, 1=not local 5=all local)
(b) Within a single region (1-5, 1=not within region 5=all within R.)
(c) National or international (1-5, 1=no national 5=all national/international.) 5
7. Territorial Coverage: Clients
(a) Local (within a single municipality) (1-5, 1=not local 5=all local) 5
(b) Within a single region (1-5, 1=not within region 5=all within R.) 5
(c) National or international (1-5, 1=no national 5=all national/international.) 5
8. Territorial Coverage: Funding Sources
(a) Local (within a single municipality) (1-5, 1=not local 5=all local) 4
(b) Within a single region (1-5, 1=not within region 5=all within R.) 4
(c) National or international (1-5, 1=no national 5=all national/international.) 5

Knoydart 

Cycling without age (DK) Soro Senior Service (DK) Skovgård Hotel (DK)

Tag Del (DK) Faroes Outer Islands Association
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May I help you, Kainuu region, FI





Skovgård Hotel, Jammerbugten, DK





Cycling without age, Denmark





Workplaces for refugees in Tranøy Kommune,Troms, NO





Emaus associations pool of workers



The role of the public sector

 Two schools of thought regarding the role of the public sector 
in SI

– SI as a direct response to the failure of public 
policies

– SI as hybrid phenomena, drawing different resources 
from public, private and third sectors



What can municipalities do to foster social 
innovation

 Based on the literature and examples there are three approaches 
through which the preconditions for social innovation can be 
nurtured:

– Creating opportunities and processes through which local 
social networks can develop viable alternative solutions to 
the issues they face.

– Transfer of good practice between rural areas which face 
similar issues but which are geographically remote from 
each other.

– A general emphasis upon “reconnection” of remote rural 
communities with external sources of ideas, support, and 
funding.





Simple theory of change for SI in the 
rural Nordic context

Community spirit -
social capital resource

Financial resources
Admin resources
Fixed capital (buildings, 
vehicles etc)

Demographic challenge
(elderly care, youth 
employment, coping with 
out-migration, service 
delivery in sparsely 
populated areas.) Project activity

Outcomes: retention of 
population, increased 
welfare/well-being for elderly,
unemployed, women etc...

Human capital -
volunteer inputs, skills, 
competencies





www.nordregio.se/socialinnovation
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