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A message Trom Mr, Johan Nyguardsvold, Prime Minister
of Norway,

e

I sm very glad to have been givan_this opportunity
to send, on behalf of the Norwegian people end the
Norwezian Covernment, & mesgapge to the Oovernment and
people of Chins,

At first sight, it may seem rather strange that
the strugcle and fate of the Chinese people has bheoen
followed with suoly great interest in Norway, in view of
the great geogrsphical distance whioch separetss ﬁh- two
countriss. The ocultural snd commezeial 1inks, which -qut
between Norwsy and Chins heve, however, proved astrong
| anough to overcome the distenoe. In this connection the J;
Horweclan merohant fiset, which hay earried on its ‘ '
pescefal trade into the interior of China an the great
Chinese waterways, has played an important part. FParther,
the Worwerien missionaries who hava besn uufklng et 4irfe-
rent localities im Ohina, heve nol confined thnmnalva%\tu
presch the Christien gospel, but heve in their sotivities
shown the great interest they have alwnyn taken in the
general well-boeing of the Chinese and ‘N npmfi/ha eyes of
the Norwegian psople to the ancient eivilization of China.

Norwegian businessmen, writers and students have



- § =
collaborated in this werk. Thus, T feel justified
in steting that the Norwepism people posensed s falr
knowledge of Chinese civilization and history even before
the present intermstional sltuatlon arose.

“hen the Jepanese sgegression sgalnat the Chinese
started, the two people were at once brought much nesrer to
eash other., The two pecple had one thing in common: They
wished to live in peeces with all the world and had no
ambitions or desipgns agninat other ocountries., Conseouently,
when Ckine was sttaoked, the Norweglan pocple =t once
falt_thﬂ gtrongest syapathy with her plight, a sympothy
whioh grew and Deosme mingled with the grestest edmiration
as they observed the herole end suegesful resistence, which
the Ohinese ofrered ths atrong pggrensor.

The signing of the Washington declarstiop of
Japnuary Pnd hag brought the teo countries inte the same
1ime in their fipht apgalnst the eagpressor nstions and I
osvall myself of this opportunity to cay talitnone of the
deerest hopes of the Norvegisn Covernment, is (o see The
great Chinese psople, {ree from aspggression, pursuing thelr
peageful work te the beneflt of ull mankind in a not too
distant Iut!ru;




