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NORA

 University of Oslo

 University of Bergen

 University of Agder

 Oslo Metropolitan University

 UiT – The Arctic University of Norway

 Norwegian University of Life Sciences

 Simula Research Laboratory AS

 University of Stavanger

 NORCE

Norwegian Artifical Intelligence Research Consortium
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NORA’S AGENDA

NORA aims to strengthen Norwegian research and education 
within artificial intelligence, machine learning and robotics, as 
well as other relevant research that supports the development of 
artificial intelligence applications.

Because Norway needs its own professionals, experts, and 
leading research environments in artificial intelligence.

Together we are stronger. We can share resources, collaborate, 
and build on each other’s expertise.



MILESTONES SO FAR

 Announcement in Khrono October 2, 2018

 First board meeting with the founding members October 22, 2018

 Web page nora.ai taking shape since November, 2018

 Official signing of the agreement by the rectors and the director November 21, 2018

 Two new members joined January 7, 2019

 Board meeting with all nine members February 4, 2019

 NORA kick-off conference (and board meeting) TODAY!

 NORA’s CEO starting TODAY!



THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NORA

 Morten Dæhlen, University of Oslo

 Kristin Flornes, NORCE

 Anne Cathrine Gjærde, The Norwegian University of Life Sciences

 Ole-Christoffer Granmo, University of Agder

 Pinar Heggernes, University of Bergen

 Morten Irgens, OsloMet – Oslo Metropolitan University

 Kenneth Ruud, UiT - The Arctic University of Norway

 Tom Ryen, University of Stavanger 

 Rachel Thomas, Simula Research Laboratory AS



THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NORA



AS OF TODAY, NORA HAS A CEO!

KLAS PETTERSEN

With his broad background spanning 
from physics, mathematics and 
informatics to medicine, Pettersen aims 
to enhance interdisciplinarity and to 
build networks. His ambition is to 
strengthen the collaboration between 
the already excellent research 
communities of the consortium 
partners, as well as connecting these 
communities to areas that will gain 
from using AI.
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NORA’S AMBITION

Contribute to Norway becoming a leading nation in Artificial 
Intelligence, Machine Learning, Robotics, and other relevant 
research.

“The best way to secure our future, is to contribute to shaping it.”

Norway can, and should, be in the front line of ground breaking 
research in these areas.



NORA WILL

 contribute to develop joint research projects between partners

 make visible the research efforts and results at partner institutions 

 organize workshops, seminars, research schools

 take an active part in establishing start-up companies

 strengthen collaboration between partners’ research communities and the 
business community

 help establish joint research proposals across partners’ research communities

in Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Robotics, and other relevant research.



NORA WILL

 contribute to positioning Norwegian research in artificial 
intelligence on the international arena

 have a special responsibility for developing activities aimed at 
Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe

 Help establishing contacts between partner institutions and 
main international actors in the field



NORA WILL

work for increased understanding of the 

 opportunities that artificial intelligence gives

 limitations that are connected to artifical intelligence methods

 ethical and societal issues connected to develping and using artifical 
intellgence methods



IMPLEMENTATION

 The board of directors

 A secretariat placed at the University of Oslo: 
 An executive officer 

 An information / PR officer

 To be expanded

 Identifying all AI researchers at the partner institutions

 Physical meeting points in forms of seminars, workshops, research schools

 Announcements through the web page and an email list
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WHY DO WE NEED NORA?

There is simply no way around it!



THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ATTENTION


