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... Germans! Celculated Crime in Finnmark must _be Punished. ..

... Advantages of Military Action from the West...

A New Goverament ond Barly Slcctiong 4fter Liberation...

Norwegian men and womens

I had thought that this Christmas I would not have had to send
you a greeting from London, but the war has beeon protracted longer than
most of us expected, a year ago at any rate. You at home ares faced
vith another winter of war, with less food and with more hardships than
ever before. I knov what that mesns.

But there is one thing that can give us joy this Christmas. For
the first time in more thon four yeavs, the Borwegien flag has been
hoisted azain on Norwegian soil. And now at least a small part of our

people have had their liberty rcturned. Thenlts to our Russian Allies,

the Germans have been chased cut of fast Finnmark and they are still
retreating.

Germen Devastation of North Norway

Joy at the liberation of the first picce of Norwegian territory
is, however, mixed vith sorror and anguish ot the tragedy which has
struck the people in the Horth. Vie have been told how the Germans are
behaving while in flight, how they are killing, looting and laying waste

That is not war. It is a cerefully calculated and systemati-

cally executed crime, ond, like all crimes, it must bz punished. 1

bzlieve the whole Norwegien pecpls will agree that the Germens should
pay dearly for vhat they are doing todsy to our country and particuler-
ly to our compatriots in thc North. Zach Gernaon officer, zach soldier,
must b2 brought to account for vhat he haog donz, cnt the ponolty must

be so severc that it is compatibls ~ith the evimes vhich have been
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~will. build up agoin in coaplote

coimil tted.

I have a special groeting and wonon vho are living
in & free part of our country i The freedon which you
have regoined has trudy bem denrly purchased. By goncrations of
faithful toil, life in this niggerdly port of our lond had been nade
tolerable. Tn the mosh difficult condibions, wth nature inhospitable,
amid wild and stormy suap and through the leng winter nights, the people
of Finnmark by diligenco mnd labour veritubly nade their contribution to
building up the laznd. 411 this, the so-cclled German "Army of Defenccl
has sought to destroy by all the mnnng in its pover. But one thing I
know the barbarians have failed to destroy, snd that is thg will to 1ive
~ thet indomitable, optiuistic courage of thz people of North Norway.
They have survived hard tinss befors, amd wo imov they will survive
their present trinls o2lgo.

But outside help is eggmibisl. fhe pooplc who are left up thero
are short of housas, cicthes, food, m2dicines, and the equipnont neces—

sary te start the work of robuilding. Tho nost eritical shortagzs now

in wintes ig prebobly houging. A5 for as e kxnow, the Germans also

burnt =11 building materiasl wefors tier 12

Relief Mensures

Devastabed as everything is up thrrs in Fignoark, the provislon
of immediate ond effective halp is naturally bound up with difficulties.
Bven though our Ministry of Bupply ie well prepared os regards supplies
for liberated but distrasuad arces of our country, the distences fron
Great Britain are greabt ond it i: oot olways sasy to securs sultable
ships at comparatively short nobtlcos. In tines like these, no ships
are laid up or have to wolt long For ovders. But, I repeat, neither
the Germens nor tha Norwegimm traltors will succeed in extinguishing
the love which e paople of Fimmmark cnd of the vhole of North Norway
cherish for their own natch of tne soll of their fatherlend.

The difficultics connrtched with vhat the Government has to do as
regards supplics for raintaining 1ife and facilitoting rebuilding only

exist in order te bhe asuriouwnbod. Tie Government will leave nothing un-

tried. ond it intoends o olliov no obgbacle te stand in the way of

seouring relief for thos. nerts ol our country which the Germens heve

razed.

our First ain iz bo relieve the irsiediabe nesed. The first

already reached thelir

consisnnonts of food, ¢lothing rng i

disgtricts to the ox-

destination ond hoave boon

for teaporary

housing for those propls i cversly hit, end vork on
thic natter is procoeding. ALYl meon L e us The people will
b given a1l possible asgistancs. Thers will be cnough worvl, for

exampls in clearing up «nd in erectirs wporcry accormodation. Ve
will give the local zuthorities =211 ths cuthority they requirs in re-
rzord fo labour, wages rnd distribution of ths supplies vhich arc pro-
cured. Vo are well awere that these tosks ars Gifficult, in view of
the way the CGermeng have behaved. But Rorway shzll be built up agein.
Whet Nazion, occupation and dictatorghip have loic vaste, the people

£ don ond by Goooratic administrat?
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VWhat the present gencration faile to complats, the next gensration
will continue to wori at.

It is alsc our intention, even vhils wo are still over here,
but in .co-operation with the loccl authorities, to endeavour as soon
as possible to esteblish the basis for o permsnent improvenent of
living conditions in Finnnark. The consurziation of such measures
will rest with those who are to govern Norwoy after the war. Vhen
such extensive paterial nisfortunes have struck this part of the
country, wo nust all realise that it must be the duty of the vhole
Norwegion people to ensure that the plonning and carrying out of the
reconstruction of the ravaged ereas be perfermed upon such a2 broad
foundation that our northernmest province nay really be gucranteed a
happy and presperous future.

Gerpnon Withdrawal Plens
Vith regard to the continued Ceman withérowsl to the south, we

know that they want to transfer soms of their divisions from the north

to_other fronts vhere they are so_sorely needed. We also know that
they still intend to effect the compulsory evacuation of the people and
to burn and destroy wherever they can.

I will repeat what I said on the radio when the liberation of

Horth Norway began: Bvery Germesn soldier who escapes to the south will

help to lenegthen the war both for the Norwegian people and for other

peonles.

And I will add: Every bridge and guay they blow up, every farm
and hamlet they lay waste, will be an enduring burden for our people
in the future. To do a1l that can be done to sink Cerman transports
and homper the compulsory evacuation and devastation will therefore

obviously be to Norway's advantage. I draw attention here to the
order recently given by the Commander-in-Chief, Crowm Prince Olav, in
regard to this. Every individual effort will count.

Ihere are certainly msny vwheo ask: Why is there no attack from

the VWest to_cut off the Germang! long line of retreat and halt the

devastation in the north?

To this I can only reply that we ourselves are not strong
enough to make such an attack with Norwegian forces alone. We nust
have help from cur Allies, and it is for the Alliod military leaders
to decide vhere the forces they have can best be employed in order to

inflict decisive defeat on the Germans. We have, however, considered

it our duby to impress upon these leaders £s strongly as possible the

humanitarian considerations and military adventages which we believe

would be associated with such an Allied military operation to cut the

Germans! retreat southwards through Norway.

If and when this will occur, and how nany months will still
have tc pass before the vhole of Norway ig free, camnot bo said, and

I do not know what the plens of the military leaders are. But I
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appreciate that anany at homes ney be impationt. We_are tco. Four_ and

a holf yvears is a2 long timo to woit.

But we nust understond, nevcwtnrlews, thint all forces &re now
being used to put m and te the war in turon: o quickly as possible.
It is the decisive final of the - hich we have now entersd.
The Norweglen people have o sontritusion vhich has earmed respect,
end we have nade our sactif.l.cus, both ot hene ond ebhroad, not least in
the fight for the froceden of the scas :md to secure the lines of supply
to the fronts. Already, mvw'ﬂ thov and Horvegion scemen, airmen,
naval personncl snd other soldiors have given their lives alongside tnos
vho hove fallen on the Hong § rcn.tn Thwy have been dear losses.

\ase

Neorwegians Must Play Theolr Part

But in the time to cone, vhen the fighting will become still nore
intense, and nay affect the vhiole of our pﬂc*le1 more directly than before,
we must be prepared to accept il the sscrifices vhich the situation will
detiand.

Wo know that the Gemans have laid their plens to devastate the
.est of Norway too when they racliss that the fight has bsen lost. We
thus have twice as much reason tc dc all we can to hemper the German war-
effort and to seec that the Germmms ars not nllowsd to withdraw their
forces to the south unmolested. Ths neans of wegkwoning ths Garmen wa
effort are clear. No one rust help then in any way, either by work or

services. Thoge who cannot sscape, must do as little o5 possible snd

sabotage wherever they can. This silent sabotage can be very effective

¥hen the whole people parbicinate in it, ond there is the advantage that

it is not very easy to discover its scurce. Thewn we have the active

shotage, the attacks agginst German installations and against factories

vinich are working for the QGermans. This is carried out by organised

groups belonging to the Norwegisn Forces of the Interior and is part of

the planned offensive which is now being directed against the Germans on
all fronts. I should like %o suv that the courage and enterprise dis-
played by these groups at horme in their attacks against the Germans! most
exposed points deserve the highest recognition. We know that when the
tine comes for greater operations, we have the men.

‘Phe important thing is not to cxposs onesslf too much and to avoid
German provocations. The nisdeads of the Germmans certeinly cause the
bleood of nany Nerwegians to boil. But yetrivution must strike the

Gemens vhere it hurts most without cur strength being squandered. When

the time comes to lounch a larpe-scale atback asainst the Germans, against

their most important communications throush South Norway, agsinst reil-

¥ays aod roads, bridges and forries, cvory singls man will be needed.

oo o .. o e

all hopec and be-

In a few days, we will enter the New ¥ g
do not think we will

LG8,
lieve that it will bring us peace. And this tine I
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bc disappointed in our expectationg. Vith rcised heads the Nor-
weglan people will once more Le able to undertrle constructive worlk
for their country's good. The hardships of these years have been
hard to bear, and nany sod molories will romain. But in all this
time, frecdom has vepresmtod our promised lond, end I think I can
dare to prophesy that the peop ol Norviay will embark upon the solu-
tion of the nany problens whi will arise with more cnergy then ever
pefore. I personally hwope thot the feeling of solidavity which we
have secen grow in our pacple wore and wnore strongly during the oc-
cupation will continue to be our lL:ast socurece of strength when we have
to restore the country's economic and politicel life and the people's
rights. Especially in the first tronsitionel period, until we are
once again complete mastere in our ownm house, I cannot sufficiently
eaphasise the importance of uni ty in a11 large ocucstions, and nay
those vho wish to bresk ewey gother o poor harvest. If freedom 1s
to reign agoin in Nerway, it is up to each cne of us to show himsslf
viorthy of freedon.

Constitutionsl Problens Following Liberation
On this occasion, I_ghould liks to say something about the

Norwsgian Governizznt!s position snd sbout certein of the constitutionsl

Questions ¥hich hoavz to be solved.

: In my Christans telk oz long as two years ago, I announced that
the Gevernment now in power would apply for lesve to resign immediate-
ly the King and CGovernnent had veturned to 0slo. There were several
reasons that prompted e to gay that. First and foremost I_thought
it rieht thet the Governnent which has now boen Norway's lawful
Government in Great Britain for simgst five years, should be succeedsd
by & new Governuent irmediately afler returning home. I COnsiderec_i
that the mandate given us by a unamimous Storting at Blverum in April
1940 to prosecute the war, to preserve the Kingdom'g interests, and to
neintain Norway's sovereignty, would then have been accomplished.

Furthermore, there are olso meny practical questions which pre-
sent themselves, for example in regerd to matbers which come under the
nore essentially technicel departments, and vhere it would be an ad-
vantage that people vho have been ot home during the whole of this
time should immediately take charge.

A New Government
Ihe Government therefore mainteins that it will seek lesve 1o

resign at the first Cabinet Meebinz which cen be held st 0slo Paloce

when the liberation of the country has been completed.

I neither can nor wish to say anything about how the new
government should be formed, what its ccapositioﬁ should be, or vhat
its first mandate should bo. The pressnt Government realises that
various difficulties may be attached to the formation of a new govern-—

aent without the collaboration of the Storting. We hear from houe

that opinion is divided as to whether the old Storting should be

sunioned or not, owing teo what happened during the so-called Storting

negotiations in 1940, =nd owing to the more serious sins of certain

individuals. This need not be an insuperable obstacle. There are

deputy-pembers who can be swsoned if it is considered that certain

members of the Storting have beheved o 'mvatriotically that their
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presence in the Storting is no longer desirsble.

In any case, the old Storting's task would be to give the new
Governnent the necessary authori ty ond parheps zlso to appoint com-
mittees to investigate verious mattors in connection with the outbresk
of war end with whnt has heppa ines the Government received au-
thority at Elverum, and to uaks rocors ndations in this connection to
the new Storting. Bub thesc nr: guostions in the discussion of which
the Governnent has not wished ko purticipate, and in regard te vhich it
has not wished to acdopt my conclusive othitude, In cur view, deci-
sions ousht to wait until, zfter the roturn home, it hos besn possible
to confer theroughly vith represontabives of fhe various crzans of tha
Home Front.

1

Eerly IBladticns
Another ﬁmpozjta;at question is thot of zloctions, It is the

Govermuent!s definite assmaption that both pzrlicnsntary ond punicipal

clections must be held just as soon as it is tezchnically possible. It is

ay personal belief that it should here be possible to shorten sonewhat
the normal delays, epart froo the time nllowed for appeals ageinst the
electoral register, which now nay possibly be of greater use than pre-
viously. It would be o mockery, yes a crine against all those who have
sacrificed their lives for the liberation of their country, if Nazis or
collaboraters or other nationally unworthy individuals were to have the
chance to take part in a democratic olection. On the other hand, &ll
those vho have been coupelled to move inside the country, and :.al so our
conpatriots in German prisons, must have a chance to take part. And we
have a large nunber of sailers at sea vho naturally wmust have complete
appoertunity to vote. Perhaps new technicsrl devicas can help to hasten

the election procedurs, vhilst the rapid trial of traitors may clarify

the situation.

All parties ought to be inbsrested in getting democratic eglections
implenented in the shortest possitle bime, so in this field I cannot
foresee any other difficulties except the unaveidabls technicsl ones.

The Government will play its part in ensuring that all problesms connec-
ted with the arrangement of elections as soon as possible after the
liberation are worked out in rdvence and nadae ready for application.

In this cennection I should also 1ik~ to say that I look forward
Uith eagerness to the restoration of o free Norwesian Press after the
liberation - a Press which, impartially ané also, I hope, tolerantly,
will be able to debate the 211 inp: rtant questions of the time and serve
as that good guide which a democratic socizty of today cannot dispense
with. The sooner the free exchonge of cpinion is restored, in loczl as
well as naticnal questions, the sconer will we he sble to agree about
what tasks must be solved first, in vhat mennsr and on what basis.

I will say in conciusion that, even if at present we ars ex-
periencing dork cays of intensifisd terrcr, greater sacrifices, ond the
nost difficult conceiveble conditions, we shall seck strength and will
for further effort, belicving in the Norway which we will build shen
victory has boen won, and which will be a goed Horwey. If we endure
and stond together, both cur present send our fubure tesks will ba
easler to solve.



