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Paul Soto,  ENRD CP

Oslo – 31 May 2018

European Rural Networks
What works, what doesn’t and what is needed

Who we are

European Rural Networks Assembly
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Assembly

ENRD + EIP Agri (CP + SP + HD)

NRNs and NSUs

Rural actors and stakeholders

Better policy

More stakeholder
participation

Greater awareness

Common
Objectives

Who we are
)

25 NGOs

RN Assembly

3 Regional and Local Authorities

28 LAGs

28 Agr. Advisory services

28 Agr. Research Institutes

28 Managing Authorities

28 Paying Agencies

GOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES CIVIL + LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES

INNOVATION REPRESENTATIVES

28 NRNs

National Rural Networks
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Multi‐annual framework for
ENRD CP activities

Capacity building and peer exchange

1. More effective and simpler programme 
implementation

2. Strengthening NRNs and NSUs
3. Simpler and more effective CLLD

Thematic work

4. Smart and competitive rural areas
5. Supporting the transition to the green 

economy in rural areas
6. Promoting social inclusion in rural areas 

and complementary thematic priorities

Cross‐cutting 
activities

RDP Analysis

Good practices

Communication

Network Coordination

#RNSteeringGroup

P1 ‐ Support to more effective and 
simpler programme implementation

RDP Analysis and up to four events targeted at MAs and PAs – Topics under
consideration include: Risk management, new entrants, farm exchanges, farm
restructuring, future CAP Strategic plans

• Better links to thematic work – objectives and results rather than
measures and expenditure

• Better coordination with whole delivery chain and regional actors
• Involvement of beneficiaries
• Learn from other funds
• Better dissemination and adoption of good practices
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Working more closely with Agricultural, 
Environmental, Territorial, and Social 
organisations

Peer‐to‐peer exchanges & Multi‐speed 
clusters

P2 Strengthening NRNs

P3 – Simpler and more effective 
LEADER / CLLD

More engagement with all the delivery chain actors =  
simpler, smarter outcomes

Achievements of  LEADER + its role in dealing 
with key rural challenges

#RNSteeringGroup
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Project holders` ability to implement LEADER projects is
not overly constrained by bureaucracy & admin burden

Project application procedure is accessible & encourage
local stakeholders to participate in LEADER

Decision‐making power of LAGs is not overly limited by
RDP level procedures & regulations

Implementation procedures are able to meet local
development needs in a flexible, innovative way

LAG funding for the animation of local stakeholders &
networking is sufficient.

Eligibility conditions for LEADER beneficiaries are
appropriate & proportionate to support sought

LAG has overall control of setting selection criteria &
defining calls for projects

LAG is able to use qualitative criteria & local knowledge
for project selection decisions

Admin & reporting requirements limit LAG’s capacity for 
animation & local development

LAG's ability to implement LEADER constrained by
bureaucracy & admin

Aspects of LEADER Implementation as seen by Local Action Groups

Agree strongly / agree Disagree strongly/ disagree

LEADER Principles – Practice

Europe

National

Regional

?

Local people

Subsidiarity – stops here
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El futuro de LEADER/DLP
Reflexiones a nivel nacional y regional (Finlandia)

Bring together both the economic and service aspects of Smart
Villages.

P4 – Smart and competitive rural areas

PROOFING POLICY INSTRUMENTS

how existing policy instruments
and funds (both EAFRD and
others) can be used in a more
integrated way for Smart Villages,
including those towards digital
innovation.

PRACTICAL ORIENTAITONS 
(TRANSFER OF PRACTICES)

between those MS and regions
that are relatively advanced in
developing Smart Villages and
others that are interested in
doing so.

Up to 4 TG meetings / Option for ENRD Seminar 
(May/June 2019 TBC) 
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Key RDPs tools to support Smart Villages

•Total allocated P.E:
EUR 24.0 billion

•Plus:

•M6 for farm and business
development EUR 10.6 bn can 
support SMEs in emerging rural 
value chains

. Other funds – ITI’s, Smart 
Specialisation, INTERREG, Horizon, 
Integrated Urban Strategies…..

13

LEADER – EUR 9.8 
bn

M16 – EUR 2.9 
bn

M7‐EUR 11.3 bn

LEADER/CLLD (M19)

Cooperation Measure (M.16), specially M16.7

Basic services and village renewal (M.7), specially M7.1 ‐ 7.4

LAG 
Animation

Training

Technical/ feasibility studies

Needs audits

Pilots

Research contracts

Small scale investments

Marketing

Cooperation

IDEA

SUSTAINABILITY –SCALE UP

Community
Contribution

LINKING BOTTOM UP AND TOP DOWN
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Social Care

• IMPROVE (SE) – Distance care 

• SAFETY AT HOME (FI) ‐ Distance care 

Education and training

•WAB (FR) – E‐learning

• Digital training for farmers (AT) ‐ E‐learning

Mobility and logistics

• Reseau Pouce (FR) – Car Sharing

• La Exclusiva (ES) – Smart logistics

Renewable Energy

• ENFOOC (ES) – Energy Saving

• Smart Rural Grids (ES) – Energy distribution

• Bioenergy Villages

Examples of projects

Local Innovation = 
Little things

Progressive
development = 
big things

• Communitities of interest around food, tourism, energy
• Seed funding from LEADER + Horizon + ESI funds
• Special purpose vehicle – for €35 m tidal energy project
• ERDF grants
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Tyrol/ Austria – integration and multilevel 
govenernance 

All EU and national programmes related to local development 
are managed through local partnerships according to the 
principles of CLLD

Crossborder LEADER /CLLD  

Austria/ Italy

Domestic LEADER/ CLLD

1. Platform of all relevant stakeholders on local level involved
in all programmes established at local level

2. One stop shop for local management of all programmes –
avoiding double structures on local level and coordination on 
regional level => creating linkages

3. Governance of policy makers.  One department ensures 
cooperation between regional and local level – working 
towards the same goal

Bottom‐up and top down in Tyrol
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Multipliers and brokers
Living Labs – German Digital Villages

Of whom
60

% are 
Women

20 Self-
Employed

Creators of New 
Services

Import-
Export

Training & 
coaching

Translation/ 
Interpretati

on

Administrati
ve and 

financial
svcs

Communica
tion

Invested in 
housing
projects

Of income
generated

Injected
into local 
economy

22 Families
52 Family
Members

16 School Age 
Children

25 e-entrepreneurs permanently settled in the 
Murat District between 2008 - 2013 

18 Jobs 
created
through

additional
income

31 Jobs Directly
Created (25+6) 
In the District

12 Spin-Off 
Jobs

Created

Tot
al

Jobs 
Create
d

70% of the 
families left their
region to move to 

the Auvergne

88% of the 
Entrepreneurs are 
staisfied with their

new living and 
working

environments

Infographic summarising a study
undertaken in 2014 by

RURAL DIGITAL HUBS  ‐ ERUDITE NETWORK
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Mentors

Co‐working space

Equipment:

CNC, 
3D printers,
Laser cutters, 
Basic hand tools 
and electronics…

Retired experts

Researchers, 
Teachers 

School 1

School 
3

Company 1

Company 2Company 4

Company 5

entrepreneurship, 
social entrepreneurship,
circular economy

School 1

Company 5

Slovenian Fab Lab Network

P5 – Supporting the transition to 
a green economy

#RNSteeringGroup

P6 – Promoting social inclusion 

• Generational renewal and 
making rural areas attractive for 
young people

• small farms

• Integration (migrants and refugees, 
other groups)

• social economy

• Latest developments in the bio‐
economy and the contribution 
of bio based business models to 
the sustainable economic 
development of rural areas.

• How the design of RDP 
interventions could be improved 
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Thank you for your attention!

ENRD Contact Point 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat, 38 (bte 4) 
1040 Bruxelles/Brussel 
BELGIQUE/BELGIË 
Tel. +32 2 801 38 00
info@enrd.eu

www.enrd.ec.europa.eu


